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Ventura ghost hunter claims
Reyes Adobe Rancho is haunted

By Stephanie Bertholdo
bertholdo@theacorn.com

What happens when we die has
been one of life’s enduring mys-
teries.

Ventura-based ghost hunter Ri-
chard Senate believes he has un-
raveled some answers to the
puzzle. Ghosts, he said, either
haunt places that they loved while
alive or linger in the place of a trau-
matic or violent death.

Senate, an established ghost
hunter, author and lecturer based
in Ventura, has deemed that the
historic 1850s-era Reyes Adobe
Rancho in Agoura Hills is haunted.

In 2006, Senate’s ghost tour
produced some spooky results for
guests who swear that a ghostly
face emerged from the old barn. [
was there and, believe it or not, |
saw a swirling, smoky light that
dashed under the stairs that night.
Was it paranormal, or did the
creepy environment allow my
imagination to run amok?

This year on Oct. 24, Senate,
his wife Debbie, daughter Megan
and about 25 guests tried again to
raise the dead at the rancho.

Divining rods and a variety of
gadgets engineered to capture the
sounds and sights of spirits didn’t
lure out apparitions, but the ghost
stories told before the hunt were
intriguing.

Richard Senate spoke of his
first ghostly sighting in 1978. Dur-
ing an archaeological dig at the
Mission San Antonio de Padua in
Central California, Senate and
some archaeologists stayed with
the monks living at the mission.
Having been assigned kitchen duty
one night, Senate said he decided
to grab a midnight snack before
turning in.

“I (wanted to go) into the
kitchen for cupcakes and chicken
wings,” Senate told the group.
Before he entered the kitchen
something caught his eye in the
courtyard—a bright flame.

“I saw it was a monk with a hood
carryinga candle,” he said. “I wasn’t
scared. I just thought he was one of
the monks who lived there.”

Senate decided to see if the man
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GHOST WHISPERER—Richard Senate describes to a

somewhat spooked audience how divining rods help him to
communicate with spirits. Senate has been chasing ghosts since
1978 when he said he had an encounter with a deceased monk.

wanted to join him for a snack.

“Our two trails converged, and
all of a sudden he disappeared,”
Senate said. “Just, bam, he wasn’t
there. I thought he fell in a hole or
blew out the candle, but we were
on gravel and I would have heard
him.”

Senate told the monks about his
ghostly encounter the next morn-
ing. One monk identified the ghost
seen by Senate as “Brother Jo-
seph,” who years ago had lived at
the mission. The monks said that
every night at around 12:30,
Brother Joseph would light a
candle and walk around the court-
yard for an extra hour of prayer.

“That 10 seconds changed my
life,” Senate said. “From that mo-
ment on, I’ve been trying to find
out what ghosts are.”

For the ghost hunt itself, Sen-
ate passed out divining rods, tools
used to communicate with ghosts.
Guests were given two rods and
instructed to ask yes-or-no ques-
tions and wait for a response
through the rods, which are made
out of metal coat hangers with bent
ends as handles. When the metal
rods cross over each other, it sup-
posedly means a ghost has an-
swered the question.

The rods did seem to wave and
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The Partnership of Women'’s Health is
expanding and welcoming new patients!

Dr. Lauren Hyman and Dr. Imelda Tio
would like to introduce
a new addition to our team

Dr. Jennifer Steen

Specializing in Obstetrics, and Gynecology,
including Minimally Invasive Pelvic Surgeries

7320 Woodlake Suite #280
West Hills, CA 91307
(818) 932-0728

Accepting most PPO insurance
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A LUXURIOUS ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNITY

e Independent
3 Meals a Day in Our

Weekly Housekeeping

Restaurant Style Dining Room

* Assisted Living
Medication Assistance
Personal Care Assistance

Outings & Entertainment

* Dementia Care Program
Separate Secured Program
Daily Activities
Trained Caring Staff!

8 18-99 1-3544 www.ahseniorretreat.com
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